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NEWS RELEASE No. 24 5/17, 2021

iU, Professional University of
Information and Management for Innovation

Drummer YOYOKA becomes
Special Visiting Professor at iU

Professional University of Information and Management for Innovation (Sumida-ku, Tokyo, President:
Ichiya Nakamura; hereinafter “iU”; http://www.i-u.ac.jp) has agreed to welcome a Hokkaido-based
11-year-old drummer, YOYOKA, who is at the center of worldwide attention today, as a special visiting
professor.

Going forward, education and research activities connected to the world at large will be promoted
through the opening of a groove class, discussion of social issues such as education, gender, and
discrimination, and other lectures at the virtual research lab “iU Mobile”* hosted by visiting faculty
members.

m Message from YOYOKA

I am looking forward to teaching and learning different things.
Let’s do something fun and interesting together.

mAbout YOYOKA

Born in October 2009.

She started drumming at age 2 and performing in
concerts at age 4, and released her first CD at age 6
while in kindergarten.

She covered Led Zeppelin's “Good Times Bad Times” at
age 8 and was featured in media around the world.
She became the youngest person ever to be selected as
one of the “100 Japanese people respected in the world”
| and the “500 top drummers”.

She also received praise from international legends such as Robert Plant, Ian Paice, Chad Smith, Dave
Grohl, and Gene Simmons.

She has performed at various music festivals such as RISING SUN ROCK FESTIVAL, SUMMER SONIC,
and Hibiya Music Festival.

She has collaborated with Cyndi Lauper, Fall Out Boy, and Billy Sheehan, appeared on American TV
shows “Ellen,” “NAMM Show,” and other programs, and was selected for worldwide advertisements
for brands such as KIKE, Moncler, and UNIQLO.

At the age of 8, she became the youngest person ever to sign endorsement contracts with drum
manufacturers Pearl and VIC FIRTH as well as endorsement contracts with Zildjian, CYMPAD, and DW.
Her favorite drummers are John Bonham, Chris Coleman, Nate Smith, Chad Smith, Dave Grohl, and
Hideo Yamaki.
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Her dream is to travel around the world and have jam sessions with people from all over the world.

[Related Links]
YOYOKA Official Website https://yoyoka.jp/
YouTube Channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWQAIVIpjivfvB4Cbtm_17g

*Virtual Research Lab “iU Mobile”

iU Mobile is a virtual research lab where visiting professors offer courses in their fields of expertise.
It provides information and lectures to students and conducts interactive communication. It aims to
provide opportunities for students to learn something new that cannot be found in regular
universities and take a step forward through interaction with the visiting professors.

University Overview

m University and Faculty Name

-University Name: Professional University of Information and Management for Innovation (also known
as “iu”)

-Faculty Name: Department of Information and Management for Innovation, Faculty of Information
and Management for Innovation

H President

Ichiya Nakamura

Career

1984 Joins the former Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications Japan after working as a
director of the rock band Shonen Knife

1998 Visiting Professor at MIT Media Laboratory

2002 Executive Director at Stanford Japan Center

2006 Professor at Graduate School of Keio University

Appointed as President of iU in April 2020

m Establishment Overview
-Main Building: 1-18-13, Bunka, Sumida-ku, Tokyo
-Satellite Office: Office Tower 8F, Tokyo PortCity Takeshiba, 1-7-1, Kaigan, Minato-ku, Tokyo

bl %

Left: Main Building
Right: Satellite Office
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*Number of students: 452 Number of full-time teachers: 28

m Educational Philosophy
"Enjoy change, learn independently, and create innovation.”
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m Basic Concept
ICT x Business x Global communication + Internship for all x All students start their own

business x Online learning

-ICT education: Offer a wide range of ICT skill education including programming, Al, and big data
based on a foundation built by Denshi Gakuen

-Business creation education: Business skill education conducted by technical instructors through
which students can acquire business skills, business plan development skills, and other skills

- Practical English and global education: Education to improve English skills necessary to work
internationally, and enhance internationality by accepting international students

-Internship and real projects: Implement 640 hours of internship per student and hands-on, real-world,
project-based education in actual business

-All students start their own business: Support system that allows all students who wish to try to start
a business while still in school

-Online class support: Enhance the environment for learning independently and proactively with the
key phrase, “You can learn from anywhere, anytime.”

® Human Resource Development Vision
-Human resources who solve issues in different industries and organizations that utilize ICT and are
capable of creating new products, services, or businesses

-Entrepreneurs who contribute to industrial development of international and regional societies by
creating new products, services, or businesses that utilize ICT

[For inquiries regarding this news release]
iU, Professional University of Information and Management for Innovation
TEL: (+81) 3-5655-15555 E-mail: info@i-u.ac.jp
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