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Planet Earth is the one thing that all humans share. We are often *at its mercy. We take its
*majesty for granted. We forget that we merely hold it in trust for our children’s children, for ( 1>a_11

those who'll come after us.

To flourish, we absolutely must do (p0n€ thing with this trust, and that is to keep global
temperatures from rising 1.5 degrees *Celsius, or 2.7 degrees *Fahrenheit, above *preindustrial
levels — a point beyond which, scientists believe, lie the worst consequences of climate change,
a world of *recurring floods and *droughts and fires and human misery. On this, we are failing,
risking *millenniums of human progress and indeed humanity's future. Instead of (3)real “collective
action, we continue to promise and to postpone, most recently in Glasgow, where the nations of the
world gathered in the fall to talk yet again about the challenge of human-caused climate change.

(4yThe words “last best chance” were thick in the air, but the words have grown *stale: Despite

repeated warnings going back decades, we are not addressing the greatest challenge the planet
faces with anything approaching the response it requires.
Climate change is already here; it's just not *evenly distributed yet. Nor will it ever be. (s;Many

of the countries most *vulnerable to effects of climate change have the least control over the

warming of the planet, since they emit far less carbon dioxide. It is the responsibility of the United
States and a relative handful of other great economic powers to answer, to respond, as *collectively
as possible, to the SOS that the plant is clearly sending.

None of this is unexpected. Thirty years ago, Margaret Thatcher, then Britain's prime minister,
sounded alarms in advance of the first big climate summit, in Rio de Janeiro, in 1992. Al Gore
spoke with equal *urgency before the Kyoto, Japan, summit in 1997, *ditto President Obama before
the Copenhagen summit in 2009. *The New York Time's editorial page used the “last best chance”
*formulation *in anticipation of the 2015 summit in Paris. Absent “urgent action,” the editorial
warned, the problem could “spin out of control.”

(6)Four summits, four chances — if not “last best” chances, then at least chances for meaningful
change. Papers signed, *pronouncements issued, promises made — yet in the end, *incremental
progress with *predictably (7)Poor results. The past six years were the six hottest years on record.
We now live in a world of warmer, more violent weather. Stronger storms, longer droughts,
heavier floods, larger fires. Lowlands are being lost to the oceans. Dry lands are being lost to the

desert. Millions of people are moving because of a changed and changing climate.



As documented in these pages, the year 2021 produced damaging weather events of unusual
and in some cases *unprecedented ferocity across the globe — from the Pacific Northwest, to
Ghana to Central Europe to Siberia.

*The jury is still out on Glasgow, which yielded only modest progress. In addition to a side
agreement to *halt forest loss, *pledges by financial institutions to help move economies to a low-
carbon future and a vague agreement that “unabated” use of coal should be phased out, each of
the nearly 190 *signatories promised to strengthen their emission reduction targets in advance of
the next summit in Cairo. President Biden's pledge to cut America's greenhouse gas emissions in

half by 2030 was especially *noteworthy.
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1. WELCOME TO THE METAVERSE.

[1] For more than a decade, *technologists have dreamed of an era when our virtual lives play as
important a role as our physical realities. In theory, we would spend lots of time *interacting with
our friends and colleagues in virtual space, and as a result, we would spend money there, too, on

*outfits and objects for our digital *avatars.

[2] “We're in a world where people several times per day send out an image reflecting themselves,”
said Matthew Ball, a venture *capitalist who has written extensively about the *metaverse. “The
next phase takes that visual representation and *dimensionalizes it. You go into an environment

and express yourself through an avatar.”

[3] That sounds like something out of a *sci-fi movie. But in Year 2 of the pandemic, a critical mass

of factors came together to make the metaverse more realistic, Mr. Ball said.

[4] For one, the technology got better. Last year, Facebook announced that it had *renamed
itself Meta after shipping 10 million units of its virtual-reality headset, the Quest 2, which was a

*milestone.

[5] For another, many of us were willing to *splurge on our digital selves. *Hordes of investors
bought NFTSs, or *nonfungible tokens, which are one-of-a-kind digital objects purchased with
*cryptocurrency. Eminem and other *investors invested hundreds of thousands of dollars to join a

virtual yacht club.

[6] There's more to come this year. Apple plans to introduce its version of a virtual reality headset,
which will look like a pair of ski goggles and will rely, for computing power, on a separate

computing device worn elsewhere on the body. Apple declined to comment.

[7] Google has also developed virtual reality products for years, and Microsoft has offered a virtual

reality headset for businesses and government agencies.



[8] The metaverse could still turn out to be a *fad, depending on what products emerge and who
buys them. Carolina Milanesi, a consumer technology *analyst for the consulting *firm Creative
Strategies, said she worried that it could become a reflection of the *privileged few who can afford

to treat their digital selves.

[9] “The boating market is dominated by white upper-class middle-aged men,” she said. “Will we

just transfer all of that into the metaverse?”

2. THE SMART HOME.
[10] Over the last few years, smart home products like internet-connected *thermostats, door locks
and robotic vacuum cleaners made major progress. The devices became affordable and worked

reliably with digital assistants like Amazon's Alexa, Google's Assistant and Apple’s Siri.

[11] Yet the smart home, for the most part, has remained *chaotic. Many smart home products
didn't work well with other technology. Some door locks, for example, worked only with Apple
phones and not Androids; some thermostats were controlled by talking to Google Assistant and

not to Siri.

[12] The lack of *compatibility has created long-term issues. An Apple-compatible lock isn't useful
for the family member or future *tenant who prefers Android. It would also be more convenient
one day if our home devices could actually talk to one another: For instance a washing machine

could tell a dryer that a large load was ready to be dried.

[13] This year, the tech industry's biggest rivals — Apple, Samsung, Google and Amazon — are
playing nice to make the smart home more practical. They plan to release and update home
technology to work with Matter, a new standard that enables smart home devices to talk to one
another regardless of brand. More than 100 smart home products are expected to *adhere to the

standard.

[14] “We're all speaking a common language built on already proven technologies,” said Samantha
Osborne, a vice president for marketing at SmartThings, the home automation company owned by

Samsung.

[15] This means that later this year, when you shop for a product like an automated door lock, look
for a label indicating that the device is compatible with Matter. Then, in the future, your smart

alarm clock may be able to tell your smart lights to turn on when you wake up.
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(1) According to paragraphs [1] and [2], what kind of space is the metaverse? | 9 |

A space where we can sell and buy things without the need to go shopping in our real lives.
A space where we communicate with our friends and colleagues in a virtual life.

A space where we learn at virtual schools and work in virtual offices.

® © 6 6

A space where we do things with computers just like in our real lives.

(2)  According to paragraphs [3] to [7], what happened in society because of the more realistic

metaverse?

(D People got to spend money for digital objects, and companies started to develop devices for
the metaverse.

(@ People got to spend time to communicate at home, and companies started to offer less real

working space.

(3 People got to spend money for digital objects, and companies started to use the metaverse for
meetings.

@ People got to spend time to join the virtual clubs, and companies started to develop devices

for the metaverse.



(3) Paragraphs [11] and [12] show a common problem of the smart home. What is it?| 11 |

D It is worrying to use a smart home because all digital devices there are controlled by only one
system.

(2 It is not so convenient to use a smart home because each system controls its own digital
devices only.

(® It is worrying to use a smart home because supply of electricity might be shut down in the
bad weather.

(@ It is not so convenient to use a smart home because we have to remember each password for

each device there.

(4) Which is the most appropriate idea of “Matter” in paragraph [13]? | 12 |

(D All products for a smart home should be made by one tech company to do work well with the
standard rule.

(2 Smart home products should be made by different tech companies with the standard rule
because they can be more developed for people’s convenience.

(3 Smart home products made by the different tech companies work together, and they do not
have to follow standard rules.

(© Smart home technology developed by one tech company will help to keep one standard, such

as Matter.

(5) Reading through the articles, as a result, we can say | 13 |.

@ it doesn't take long for new technology to be developed before most of us learn how to use it
well

(@ it takes time for technology to mature before most of us are interested in purchasing it, so the
same digital products are seen again and again

(3 it takes long for new technology to mature after most of us learn how to use it well

(@ it doesn't take long for the same digital products to appear once new technology has been

developed after we've decided to buy them

-10-
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Question from the Students News:

In recent years, the prices of food and other items have been rising due to crop trouble all over

the world. To prepare for a similar situation next time, what do you think people in Japan should do?
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